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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of the claims will replace all prior versions, listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-46 (canceled). 

47. (Currently Amended): A method of fonning a searchable store of Infonnation 
about specific physical products, the method comprising: 

(a.) providing data storage conta i ning product information about tho sp oGifiG 
physical products ; 

(b.) providing a computer program product comprising: 
computer-readable medium; 

a reusable product finder software unit stored on the computer-readable 
medium, the product finder software unit comprising: 

a plurality of product objects and a p f oduct m a nag e r for p e rfo Fm rn g 
ooorohss , each product object representing information for a generic product; 
a product manager for performing searches: 
a set of metadata rules ctorod on tho comput e r - r e adabl e mecHwn ; and 
a set of search rules ctorod on tho computo f- Foadablo m e d i um ; 
(c.) combining the product finder software unit with other software writs to form 
an obj e ct - or ie nt e d a software application; 

(d.) creating product mot a data specifications for the specific physical products 
using the metadata rules; and 

(e.) storing the product specifications in the data storage using the product 
objects: and 

^(t) creating a search configuration in accordance with the search rules; and 
wherein the product manager in the software application is operable to perform 
searches of the product i nformat i on i n th e dat a-st or a g e specifications using the product 
objects and th e product metadata , the searches being perfonned in accordance with 
the search configuration. 
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48. (Previously Presented): The method of claim 47, wherein the product objects 
comprise Java entity beans and the product manager comprises a Java session bean. 

49. (Previously Presented): The method of claim 48, wherein the product objects 
represent infonnation for a generic product by a set of parameters comprising 
characteristics and attributes. 

50. (Previously Presented): The method of claim 49, wherein the parameters are 
stored using hashmaps. 

51. (Previously Presented): The method of claim 47, wherein the specific 
physical products are transformers. 

52. (Previously Presented): The method of claim 47, wherein the set of metadata 
rules is an XML schema. 

53. (Previously Presented): The method of claim 47, wherein the set of search 
rules is an XML schema. 

54. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 47, wherein the set of search 
rules include weight values to apply to product infonnatio n specifications for ordering of 
partial matches to identify specific physical products meeting the search configuration. 
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